





Sat Jan. 2nd. 1853.






Collingwood., near Melbourne

Dear Mother and Sisters,


In the letter I sent you by the Sydney Mail Steamer I 

said I would send you a detailed account of our proceedings but 

three weeks have passed without finding the opportunity.


We struck our tent last night and came to sleep here

till Monday morning, then we shall be off to the "Diggins". 

Mrs Bell has taken a cottage and Mrs. B. , Mrs. Lynch and

Amelia are to live together till we come back.  We have been 

living in the tent since we arrived and have been as comfortable 

as circumstances admit.  The cheapest board and lodging to be 

had is 30/- per week with 5 or 6 in a room together, giving up 

all idea of comfort.


After dropping anchor on the 9th. Dec. George Lynch 

and I went on shore and walked to Melbourne and called on

Miss Rogers to get all the information we could, and then to 

The Post Office, but there were no letters.  I have been here

twice a week but without success; this establishment is badly

managed - they may have a dozen letters for you but they just 

carelessly look at a parcel of them and then say there are none. 

They will deliver letters to anyone of the same name without

enquiries.  I went the other day for myself and with written 

orders from the rest.  I received three for George Lee but 

neither were for him one of which contained a Post Bill from 

the Bank for £300 so I leave you to guess why not it is safe to 

send money by that means.  I am very glad I brought some out in 

gold as they charge 20 per
cent for changing Bank of England 

notes.  I must return
to my first day.  When we saw the state 

of things in town, we took some bread and remained on board

till Monday. In the meantime we got permission to take the tent

out of our case and came by the steamboat to Melbourne and

pitched our tent in Canvas Town where there were between four 

and five thousand people, some residents, others coming and

going to the diggings or to work in the town.  We paid five 

shillings a week for ground rent and our board did not cost us 

more that ten shillings per week each, so that a man can live 

in this way and earn his five, six or seven pounds a week, as

Carpenters, Builders, Bricklayers and Masons or any Mechanics. 

Most of our fellow passengers have been, and are now paying 

their 2 or three pounds a week for board and lodgings.


I have had a slight attack of
 Dysentry but soon got 

over it. I had it but two days and am now as well and as brown

as ever and in good spirits except with regards to money affairs

for all is going out but none coming in.  We have hired a dray 

which will take us up to Forest Creek for £1-0-0 per cwt.

We shall walk by its side, it takes rather more than three days

to walk (the distance is about 80 miles) and then we shall

require day or two's rest before we begin to work. This

letter will either be delivered or posted in England by Mr.

Carter, one of our passengers, you saw him on board with his

wife, they has not been married long before he came out, he

returns to England by the "Gt. Britain" leaving his wife and 

brother here,
he will look out for goods which he thinks will

sell in the Colonies and return again, he came to our tent last

night with some of the other first class passengers and offered

to take our letters which we accepted.  I wish I had known of 

it sooner I should have written to you all. Goods are fetching 

an enormous price to the retailer, they think nothing of cent

per cent. Bread at the tents is 1/- per loaf of four pounds,

in town it 1/6. Hutton is 4d. or 5d. lb. Butter 2/6,

cheese
 3/-, salt 2d. water 6/- a load. Wood 30/- to 60/-, 

but then labour is paid for accordingly.  If a man is hired he 

can get work on the roads for 10/- per day and have nearly 

£2-10-0 a week.  You will be glad to hear I got James a 

situation on the Wednesday after I arrived, it is plain work 

but it will get his hand in, Truckle Pad and Mattress making

at 33/- now he gets £2-0-0 and seems well satisfied he is look-

ing very well.  I advise no one to bring much clothing unless

he is going to stay in the town for what with lighterage 

days and Wharehouse room, it runs away with a great deal of 

money.  I have stored my goods away with Mrs. Lynch and pay

1/6 per week. 


Boots and shoes are still a long price, Common Clothing

pretty cheap - Cloth Clothing is of little use, Alpaca best.


We have had hot winds and land storms which must be

seen and felt to be believed and the weather just as change- 

able as in England.  The flys are a perfect nuisance, they 

attack ones face and there's no driving them off. I have had 

a little shooting but in fact more on the road.  I generally 

go to a lagoon about 4 or 5 miles from the tents at 4-30 a.m. 

The wild ducks are very shy.  I shot a heron on Friday morning.


Remember me to old friends.  Give my love to John, 

Jane and Children, Mr. and Mrs. Rodick and children. I hope

and trust you are well and getting on well.  Next time I write

I hope I shall be worth something and able to send you £50 or

£100 notes to you. Mrs. Lynch and Amelia arrived on the 21st. 

quite well.  Thanks for the present and letters. 


And now, dear Mother and Sisters, hoping you are all 

well and happy, I remain,




Your affectionate Son and Brother,





George Morton.

Love to Freddy.

I advertised for Messers. Francis and Biers, heard from the

latter and we called and saw him and he's doing well but not

very communicative. Mr Francis is at Adelaide doing well but not 

I have sent you a chart of our voyage copied from the Capts.

the distance we came each day is dotted.  Remember me to Galpine 

and Francis.

